
Dear friends; I am pleased to 

announce that I have moved 

the location of my shop to 

Antioch Illinois. I have had a 

long and good relationship 

with Smoke and Gun and the 

Schrank family. I will continue 

to be associated with the 

store and will actually be in 

their shop occasionally. 

 

This move means that I will 

now have full time to devote 

to ôCustom Gun Buildingõ . I 

will no longer be accepting 

work from the general shoot-

ing public and can devote all 

my time to servicing my cli-

ents. I will be glad to assist 

you (my clients) with any of 

your firearms needs. 

 

The new shop is fully insured 

and secure and alarmed to a 

central station. So that you 

can be sure that you firearms 

are protected while they are 

in my possession. 

 

The drive is pleasant country 

roads with few stop lights and 

no matter where you are com-

ing from it is not much farther 

than Smoke & Gun. 

 

The entire reason for this 

move is to better concentrate 

on the building of fine custom 

guns with out the distraction 

of ôretailõ customers con-

stantly interrupting the work 

flow. 

As a valued client, rest as-

sured that I will continue to 

meet all of your sporting gun 

service needs. 

 

As you read this I am fully up 

and running and the move is 

complete and the shop is 

organized and set up and 

work is progressing. 

Bench Talk  

         D a v e  N o r i n  G u n m a k e r   

For just the immediate future 

I will only be meeting with 

clients at the new location on 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and 

Saturdays. Please call before 

you drive out so that I will be 

aware that you are coming. 

 

Please do not just ôstop byõ 

E-mail will remain the very 

best way to contact me. 

 

If you call and get the answer-

ing machine, please leave a 

message and slowly leave a 

number for me to return your 

call. 

 

Also, please do not leave guns 

or work for me with Smoke & 

Gun; this is against the law, 

and in bad taste.  
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Throughout October all the 

building and moving was ac-

complished.  Actual work on 

guns begins on November 

1st. 

 

The focus of this enterprise 

will be to serve my clients 

better, with even higher qual-

ity, and a quicker turnñ

around time. 

 

Building complete custom 

guns, custom stocks and fine 

gunsmithing on vintage and 

collectable guns will be the 

only  gun work done. 

 

I think most of you would 

agree that shortening the 

time required to create a high 

quality custom gun 

or stock would be a 

good thing.  

 

In the past I was 

running close to a 

year for a complete 

custom gun. Now, 

once all the parts 

and pieces are ac-

quired 6 months 

will be the esti-

mated time frame. 

Of course waiting for the parts 

and pieces will always be the 

rub. Kreiger barrels is cur-

rently running 16 weeks for 

one of their high quality cut 

rifled barrels.  

 

Those of you who have guns 

in the shop with me right now 

did not loose any work time 

on your projects, as I kept the 

work flow moving while con-

struction and building and 

organizing was on going. 

 

 

 

 

Each coat of finish must prop-

erly set up and harden. This is 

mandatory in order to attain 

the very fine stock finish that  

one expects on a best quality 

stock. 

 

This booth guarantees consis-

tent ðrepeatable results each 

and every coat, regardless of 

what the outside weather is 

doing. 

 

To better dry stock finishes 

properly, my stock drying 

booth features temperature 

and humidity control. In addi-

tion there is a filtered air flow 

system to circulate the air 

inside the booth. Every func-

tion is digitally controlled. 

 

I began using this booth ear-

lier this year and am very 

please with its results. 

 

return number SLOWLY 

and clearly. I am always 

amazed at the number of 

people who leave their 

return numbers mumbled 

and spoken so quickly that  

you can never decipher 

what it is. 

 

Visitors are not encour-

aged as BS eats up shop 

time. You are very wel-

come to stop by to discuss 

business. The best day for 

this is Saturday. Tuesdays 

and Thursdays will also be 

available to see clients. 

Please call before you 

come so I will know to ex-

pect you. 

Contacting me by e-mail is 

still without a doubt the 

very best way to get in 

touch with me. 

 

The shop phone number is 

847-603-1780, if I am 

unable to pick up please 

leave a message and for 

goodness sake leave your 
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I am certainly going to 

continue with the high 

quality metal finishing 

that has become one of 

my favorite parts of this 

business. 

 

Traditional cold rust blu-

ing; Belgian rust bluing; 

Niter bluing; French 

Grey; Color Case harden-

ing and Charcoal black-

ing will still be done by 

yours truly in my shop. 

 

As some of you already 

know, I unfortunately 

had to discontinue doing 

Damascus finishing on 

shotgun barrels. 

 

In the photo you can see 

the heat treating kiln 

being wired up.   

 

Of course being able to 

do metal finishing ôin-

houseõ is a big advan-

tage and helps to keep 

the work flowing 

smoothly. 

 

I am always happy to 

discuss restoring the 

metal finish on your vin-

tage guns; as many of 

you know this is a big 

part of my business: and 

I look forward to serving 

you. 

 

 

Those of you who have visited my shop, are 

likely aware that I always did my checkering at 

home, mostly late at night. 

 

One of the big advantages to my new shop is 

that now I have my checkering set up actually 

in the shop. This will be a new experience for 

me and I am really looking forward to it.  

 

On the right you can see the checkering bench 

being organized. 

ment in order to use another; 

there will be an economy of 

motion. The new shop is spa-

cious enough that each ma-

chine or piece of equipment 

now has its own place on the 

shop floor. The U shaped pri-

mary bench area has a bench 

for assembly-disassembly 

another for stock making and 

wood work and another for 

metalsmithing. 

What all of this means is that 

work will flow better and pro-

ductivity will increase. 

 

Look for me at the ACGG 

exhibition in Reno 

(Sparks) NV.  At the Nug-

get Casino-Hotel 

 

January 22-23-24, 2010  

One big advantage for you the 

client from this move is that 

for 2010 I am going to hold 

pricing the same as it was for 

2009.  

I expect the now very clear 

focus on just fine custom gun 

work will allow for a more 

even flow of work. Because I 

now have everything under 

one roof and I no longer have 

to move one piece of equip-


